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What do you see in this picture? What does it look like this animal is doing or 

about to do?  

  

 
Ideas to consider:  
 
What do you already know about this animal?  
 
 
 
What can you tell about this animal from this image? 
 
 
 
What more would you like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
 
Compare this animal with another one in its habitat (the place where an animal normally lives). How are 
they similar and different and why? 
 
 
What are some things you can see in the picture that make this a good habitat for this animal and why?



 

 
To access this and other images, visit the Digital Gallery at http://digitalgallery.nypl.org. 

This project was made possible by a generous grant from The Carroll and Milton Petrie Foundation.  

 

 

 
 
Image Title: Cheetah 
Endangered Species 
NYPL Image ID: 1122547 
http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/id?1122547 
 



 

 
To access this and other images, visit the Digital Gallery at http://digitalgallery.nypl.org. 

This project was made possible by a generous grant from The Carroll and Milton Petrie Foundation.  

 

 
What clues does this picture give you about 
this animal’s habitat (the place where an 
animal normally lives)? 

What does it look like this animal is doing or 
about to do?  

  

 
Ideas to consider:  
 
What do you already know about this animal?  
 
 
 
 
What would you like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
 
 
This animal is considered and endangered species (that means there are so few left that soon there may 
not be any more). What do you think are some possible reasons why this animal is endangered?  
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What do you see in this picture? What does it look like this animal is doing or 

about to do?  

  

 
Ideas to consider:  
 
What do you already know about this animal?  
 
 
 
What can you tell about this animal from this image? 
 
 
 
 
What more would you like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
 
What defense do you think this animal has against predators (other animals that may want to eat it)? 
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What are some things you notice about this 
animal? 

What does it look like this animal is doing or 
about to do?  

  

 
Ideas to consider:  
 
 
What can you tell about this animal from the picture? 
 
 
 
 
 
Sometimes this animal is called a “Laughing Hyena.” Do you think this other name has anything to do 
with its sense of humor? 
 
 
 
 
Compare this animal with another one in this habitat (the place where an animal normally lives). How are 
they similar and different and why? 
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What do you see in this picture?  What does it look like this animal is doing or 
about to do?  

  

 
Ideas to consider:  
 
What do you already know about this animal?  
 
 
 
What would you like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
 
What are some of the physical features of this animal (size, horns, etc)?  
 
 
 
How do you think this animal’s physical features help it live in its habitat (the place where an animal 
normally lives)? 
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Describe the animal you see in this picture. What does it look like this animal is doing or 

about to do?  

  

 
 
Ideas to consider: 
 
What can you tell about this animal from this image?  
 
 
 
 
What more would you like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
 
Have you seen animals like this in movies, cartoons or on TV? What do they act like? Do you think they 
would make a good pet? 
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If you were in this picture, what sounds do 
you think you would hear? 

What does it look like this animal is doing or 
about to do?  

  

 
Ideas to consider:  
 
 
What can you tell about this animal from this image? 
 
 
 
What would you like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
Looking at this image, how does this animal’s habitat (the place where an animal normally lives) help it 
survive? 
 
 
 
Look at some of the other pictures in this packet. What types of predators (other animals that may want to 
eat it) do you think this animal has?
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What are some things you see in this picture? What does it look like this animal is doing or 

about to do?  

  

 
Ideas to consider:  
 
Did you already know some things about this animal? What did you know? 
 
 
 
What can you tell about this animal from this image? 
 
 
 
What more would you like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
 
Why do you think lion statues are placed in front of important buildings (including the Main Branch of the 
New York Public Library)?  
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What do you see in this picture? What does this animal look like it’s doing and 

why?  

  

 
Ideas to consider:  
 
What can you tell about this animal from this image? 
 
 
 
What do you already know about this animal?  
 
 
 
What more would you like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
How do you think having stripes helps this animal live in its habitat (the place where an animal or plant 
normally lives or grows)? 
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What are some things you see in the picture? What does it look like this animal is doing or 
about to do?  

  

 
Ideas to consider:  
 
Where do you think this picture was taken? 
 
 
 
Do you think this is the animal’s habitat (the place where an animal or plant normally lives or grows)? 
Why or why not? 
 
 
 
What do you already know about this animal?  
 
 
 
What would you like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
What would you like to ask this animal? 
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What are some things all of the animals in the 
picture share?  

What are some of the differences?  

  

 
Ideas to consider (Choose one of the birds in the image to answer these questions):  
 
What do you think “bird of prey” means? 
 
 
 
What would I like to learn about this animal? 
 
 
 
 
Humans can affect habitats (the place where an animal normally lives) in both positive (good) and 
negative (bad) ways. What is one positive way you think humans can help this animal’s habitat? What is 
one negative way humans can damage this animal’s habitat?  
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Common Core State Standards:  

English Language Arts and Science 
 
Goal: Students will identify animals and ecosystems living in an African Savannah habitat. 
 
Goal: Students will use NYPL library Digital resources, books, online journals and periodicals to 
research specific animals and biomes that coexist in the African Savannah Habitat. 
 
Goal: Students will expand their vocabulary by defining key terms relating to subject and describe basic 
life functions of common living specimens. 
 
Key Ideas and Details: 
Identify the basic similarities and differences between illustrations and descriptions of animals living in an 
African Habitat. Describe the Web of life and the relationship between carnivores, herbivores, scavengers 
and the importance of each group in the African Savannah Habitat?  
 
Reading Standards - Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
The NYPL African Habitat Game – “So Who, What, Where Am I?” 
Ask and answer such questions such as who, what, where, when, why and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 
 
Craft and Structure: 
African Savannah Word Search. Use text features and search tools (i.e. key words) to locate information 
relevant to given topic. 
 
NYS Learning Standards for Mathematics, Science and Technology. 
 
Standard 4: The Living Environment: 
Key Idea 5: 
Organisms maintain a dynamic equilibrium that sustains life. 
 
Elementary School K-5 
Major Understandings: 
1.1a Animals need air, water, and food in order to live and thrive. 
 
 
Major Understandings: 
5.1a All living things grow, take in nutrients, breathe, reproduce, and eliminate waste. 
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5.1b An organism’s external physical features can enable it to carry out life functions in its particular 
environment. 
 
Standard 1: The living Environment Core Curriculum  
Performance indicator 1.2 
“Hone ideas through reasoning, library research, and discussion with others, including experts.”  
 
Major Understandings 
1.2a Inquiry involves asking questions and locating, interpreting, and processing information from a 
variety of sources. 
  
Major Understandings 
Explain how the living and nonliving environments change over time and respond to disturbances. 
 
6.3a The interrelationships and interdependencies of organisms affect the development of stable 
ecosystems. 
 
6.3b Through ecological succession, all ecosystems progress through a sequence of changes during which 
one ecological community modifies the environment, making it more suitable for another community. 
These long-term gradual changes result in the community reaching a point of stability that can last for 
hundreds or thousands of years. 
 
7.2a Human activities that degrade ecosystems result in a loss of diversity of the living and nonliving 
environment. For example, the influence of humans on other organisms occurs through land use and 
pollution. Land use decreases the space and resources available to other species, and pollution changes the 
chemical composition of air, soil and water. 
 
7.2b When humans alter ecosystems either by adding or removing specific organisms, serious 
consequences may result. For example, planting large expanses of one crop reduces the biodiversity of the 
area. 
 
7.2c Industrialization brings an increased demand for and use of energy and other resources including 
fossil and nuclear fuels. This usage can have positive and negative effects on humans and ecosystems. 
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African Savannah Vocabulary Words: 
 

Biome: A large geographical area of distinctive plant and animal groups, which are adapted to that 
particular environment. 
 
Burrow: A hole or tunnel in the ground made by an animal for habitation and refuge. 
 
Carnivore: A meat eating animal.  
 
Environment: Refers to the surroundings that affect an animal/object. 
 
Equid: Belonging to a horse family and includes donkeys and zebras. 
 
Habitat: The place where a particular animal lives. 
 
Herbivore: An animal that eats plants. 
 
Markings: Are usually are distinctive white areas on an otherwise dark base color. 
 
Omnivore: Eats both plants and animals (can you think of examples). 
 
Plain: A flat area of land usually covered with grass, shrubs or is absent of vegetation. 
 
Predator: An animal that preys on other animals for food. 
 
Pride: A pride of lions consists of related females their offspring and a small number of adult males. 
 
Savannah: Refers to a land with grass and either scattered trees or an open canopy of trees. 
 
Scavenger: An animal that feeds on the remains of other animals that is already dead.  
 
Species: Refers to a related group of organisms that share similarities and are capable of mating. 
 
Territory: A defined area of land that an animal lives in. 
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AFRICAN SAVANNAH WORD SEARCH   -  Puzzle Maker Template from: http://discoveryeducation.com 
 

M Q T C K C W G R G U R W M Y A U Y F L 

Y Q N V N G J Z S E B I O M E E R K A T 

B I E A X W S Y D G R V L W L A M M A M 

O Y M F B A E D I R P A I B E I Y T L R 

A S N T G P N O U Y V L G O P P I H C X 

R Y O X L R D N Q R D G L N H B R S A C 

B H R A N G A Z E L L E O E A W V X A W

E L I O N A N S I Y D W R H N O A C U D 

Z N V N T T G F S J H B S A T R I X V X 

V I N C O I E O M L I C U N X R C T L B 

X B E S R C R L U V A G E N F U A W S F 

X L U A S D E R O V I N R A C B C W K E 

E J F S G T D R E P I O D V H A A E R Y 

N F V E N F E N O T E A W A N L D Y E P 

E D L R I R G O N S P A T S C G D H S J 

B X Y U K E O O N T R E G P P J P L Z V 

T O S T R I C H U N E R C D Q D N V A T 

N H G L A M I N A H Y H H G Z P O K X T 

F E R U M S W T C H V U P K W W W J G H 

E W L V X Z R R J N S X A R D B L S B L 
 
ACACIA 
ADAPT 
AFRICA 
ANIMAL 
ANTELOPE 
BIOME 
BOAR 

BURROW 
CARNIVORE 
CHEETAH 
CLAWS 
ELEPHANT 
ENDANGERED 
ENVIRONMENT 

EQUID 
GAZELLE 
GIRAFFE 
GRASSLAND 
HABITAT 
HIPPO 
HYENNA 

LION  
MARKINGS 
MEERKAT 
OSTRICH 
PREY 
PRIDE 
RHINOCEROS 

SAVANNAH 
SCAVENGER 
TERRITORY 
VULTURE 
WARTHOG 
WILDLIFE 
ZEBRA 
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 The NYPL African Habitat Name Game – “So What Am I?” 
 
1.  I am the largest bird in the world and can grow to be 8 feet tall and can weigh as much as 300 pounds. Some say 
I look like I am wearing a tutu. What am I?___________. 
 
2.  I am so tall that if you lived on the second floor, I could knock on your window with the tip of my nose to say 
hello. What am I?____________________. 
 
3.  I am not a fish and breathe in air, but spend most of my time in and underwater. At night when it cools off I roam 
for grass and plants to eat. What am I?_______________. 
 
4.  I am a fast predator with sharp eyesight and quick reflexes. I take great pride in my family. Yes it’s true that all 
our females do all the hunting. What am I?______________. 
 
5.  Some say I am the fastest animal in the world. In can honestly say, my powerful legs help me spring forward and 
catch my prey. What am I?______________________. 
 
6.  I am a kind of mongoose but that is not my name. I live underground in a burrow. I don’t merely lookout for 
predators but send out a warming cry to my friends when a predator nears. Who am I?________________. 
 
7.  I am be large or small wet or dry and hot or cold. I am a region or area where animals choose to live, find food 
and raise their families. What am I?_____________________. 
 
8.  We are two members of the African Savannah’s clean up crew, and do not hunt our own food. We scavenge the 
remains of animals that lions, cheetahs and other predators leave behind. Who are 
we?________________________________________. 
 
9.  My herd and I are constantly on the move. With no sweat glands, I get hot very quickly. My floppy_____ are 
large so heat can escape from them. So what am I?________________. 
 
10.  Like your fingerprints, my equine black and white markings are unique to me. I have never been domesticated 
so you won’t find me in your neighborhood. Unless there is a nearby zoo. What am 
I?_________________________. 
 
I1. I am a place and can be a woodland, a grassland, a pond, a coral reef.  I am suited for certain animal species and 
their specialized way of living. What am I?___________________. 
 
 
 

Answer Key: 1. An ostrich 2. A giraffe 3. A hippopotamus 4.  A lion 5. A cheetah  
6. A Meerkat 7. A habitat 8. Vulture and hyena 9. An elephant 10. A zebra 11. A 
territory. 
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The Habitat Song:  

This song is a wonderful way to teach children about the all the habitats they are learning about. 

Lyrics to Habitat Song, by Bill Oliver 

Chorus: Habitat, Habitat, Have to Have a Habitat. Habitat, Habitat, Have to Have a Habitat, Habitat, 
Habitat, Have to Have a Habitat. You have to have a Habitat to carry on! 

The ocean is a habitat, a very special habitat. It's where the deepest water's at. It's where the biggest 
mammal's at. It's where our future food is at. It keeps the atmosphere intact. The ocean is a habitat we 

depend on! (Chorus) 

The forest is a habitat, a very special habitat. It's where the tallest trees are at. It's where a bear can scratch 
her back. It keeps the ground from rolling back. Renews the oxygen, in fact. The forest is a habitat we 

depend on! (Chorus) 

The river is a habitat, a very special habitat. It's where the freshest water's at. For people, fish, and 
muskrat. But when people dump their trash. Rivers take the biggest rap. The river is a habitat we depend 

on! (Chorus) 

People are different than foxes and rabbits. Affect the whole world with their bad habits. Better to love it 
while we still have it. Or rat ta-tat-tat, our habitat's gone! (Chorus) 

 


